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affirmed that he owned nothing and appealed to the Bara Babu for corroboration. Samarendra was taken aback.
" Yes," he stammered, " you did pay me something about a month ago."
" Why do you say f something/ Babu? You know quite well that I discharged my rent in full; and what is more I have receipts." So saying he untied a knot in his gamcha (wrapper) and extracted some greasy papers, which he flourished in Samarendra's face, shouting, " Will you swear by your gods that these are not in your writing ? "
Nagendra took the receipts, which bore his brother's signature. The latter looked somewhat sheepish as he answered: " My memory failed me; I now recollect receiving our rent from you ".
Nagendra turned sharply on his brother with the question: "Then why did you not enter these receipts in your Jcarcha (cash-book) ? "
" I'm sure I don't know," was the reply; " probably I forgot to do so."
Though Nagendra said nothing at the time, his doubts of Samarendra's probity became certainties. From that day onward he was indefatigable in studying the copy of the siah (rent-roll) furnished him, the cash-book, and statement of arrears. Figures set down in these accounts were checked by private